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frequently be avoided, or will be entered  into from  motives
other than those of real affection1—sometimes from the very
need to escape from an unconscious incestuous desire.
Conflict and	These negative manifestations, like so many others of a
Compromise similar kind, are the result of two distinct and conflicting
tendencies in the mind, and (as is usual in such cases) are of
such a nature as to give at any rate some degree of satisfaction
to both these tendencies at the same time. In the first place
they give expression to the psychic forces engaged in the
repression of the primitive incestuous trends; with the
exaggeration and wan t of discrimination characteristic of repression,
the taboo originally applicable to one particular object (the
parent) is extended to all objects towards which similar feelings
could be experienced; thus producing an inhibition of a general
kind upon a whole class of feelings as such, where an inhibition
of a specific kind upon a particular manifestation of such
feelings (*. e. their manifestation in an incestuous direction)
was all that was originally intended or required. In the second
place, these predominantly negative aspects of fixation contain
also some elements of positive gratification of the repressed
tendencies. In the failure to extend any considerable degree of
affection upon a new object (parent substitute), the mind expresses
its abiding fidelity to its first love-object (the actual parent) and
its refusal to abandon the satisfaction which it continues to find
in this object, in spite of the difficulties and prohibitions
connected with this infantile direction of the love impulses and
the prospect of greater freedom in other directions. This double
nature of the negative aspects of fixation on the love-object of
psychoanalytische und psychopathologische Forschungett, 1912, IV, 40.
Ferenczi, "Contributions to Psycho-Analysis," 9.
1 Even if marriage is at first apparently successful, it may be unable
to stand the strain of circumstances which would present little or no
difficulty in the absence of parent fixation. Thus in a case known to me,
after a happy honeymoon spent near home, a wife proved unable to
accompany her husband to a distant locality, where business affairs
necessitated his residence but (in spite of his protests and entreaties)
turned back while on the journey and returned to live with her parents.
It appeared that she had very seldom left home before her marriage, having
been brought up by kindly but indulgent parents, as regards whom there
was a strong emotional fixation. In her youth she had only travelled once
without her parents, being then so miserably unhappy that she begged to
be sent home again as soon as possible.

